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Background & Objectives: This study investigated whether Korean language proficiency of
mothers in multicultural families affects their children’s articulation and phonological ability
by comparing Korean language proficiency between the group of mothers whose children have
articulation and phonological disorders and the group of mothers whose children are normal.
Methods: The study included 9 mothers whose children had articulation and phonological
disorders and 12 mothers whose children were normal. The children were between 3 and 4 years
of age, and the mothers were the caregivers. The mothers were tested for expressive vocabulary,
sentence comprehension, articulation and phonological ability, and phonological awareness
ability. In order to investigate the average difference between the 2 groups, a Mann-Whitney U
test was conducted. Results: There was a significant difference in articulation and phonological
ability, phonological awareness, sentence comprehension, and expressive vocabulary between
the groups. However, the 2 groups showed the level of a preschooler in all tests. Discussion &
Conclusion: This present study helps predict that low Korean proficiency of mothers in multi-
cultural families could affect the development of articulation and phonological ability of their
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