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ABSTRACT

Examination of the Covert Repair Hypothesis:
Focusing on the Relationship among Speech Errors,
Disfluencies and Self-Repairs

Hyun Sub Sim
(Dept. of Special Education & Interdisciplinary Program
of Communication Disorders, Ewha Womans University)

The present study aimed to examine one of the assumptions of the covert repair hy—
pothesis by examining whether speech errors and disfluencies belong to the same category.
For this purpose, 16 adults who stutter and the 16 age and sex—-matched normally fluent
adults were asked to recite aloud the tongue twister sentences under 2 different conditions.
In the low accuracy condition (LA), the subjects were instructed to recite the sentences fast.
However, in high accuracy condition (HA), they were instructed to read correctly as well
as fast. The results were as follows: (1) the speech error frequency increased significantly
when accuracy was emphasized, but the frequency of disfluencies and self-repairs remained
the same, (2) a significant group difference was found in the frequencies of disfluencies
and self-repairs in the HA condition. Both groups showed that speech errors tended to

decrease with accuracy emphasis, but disfluencies and self-repairs tended to increase.

Key Words: covert repair hypothesis, speech-error, disfluencies, self-repair, accuracy

condition
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