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<Table - 1> Respondents’ career years

career year number % |career year number %
<1yr 20 19.6 ~10 yrs. 15 14.7
1~3 yrs. 35 3#43 |[11~15yrs. 8 78
4~6 yrs. 20 196 |16~19 yrs. 4 39

<Table - 2> Respondents’ employment settings

setting nalsrodumber %

¢ S;lg%Céin?;elr?tc?rlﬁtitutea) 21 206

® SLT clinic of private hospital 17 16.7

@ SLT clinic of welfare center 12 1.8

® SLT clinic of general hospital 7 6.9

® SLT clinic of collegelincluding 4 39
voucher)

O+ ® 1 0.98

O+® 1 0.98

others” O+ @ 1 098

O+® 1 0.98

no response 1 0.98

¥ speech-language therapy for the multicultural and multilingual
children included

D respondents who checked two settings or who did not check
any settings
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<Table - 3> The numbers of items and Cronbach alpha
coefficients of 7 categories excluding ‘others’

No.  Cronbach No.  Cronbach
category of items a category of items a
use of
hand- g gy | persondl g
washing protective
equipment
. orall 6 718 regpwatory 3 54
inspection etiquette
control
- strategy to
|nfect|9n 2 728 reduce the 4 627
education o
transmission
of infection
disinfection 4 829
2% AEAZ} 2rdwelo] diF We-e F48 g
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<Table - 4> Mean scores of 7 categories excluding ‘others’

total  mean total  mean
category score  score category score  score
use of personal
hand-washing 4 1.86 protective 4 210
equipment
oral inspecton 4 320 resvplratory 2.29
etiquette
control strategy
|m‘ect|9n 023 to redpcg the 240
education transmission of
infection
disinfection 4 1.83

HEg Agate] Lol Hlast] of

=)
2l HAus FES ARl 671 5 Het
£ Ogiz2 a8Ey <Figure - 1>3} Zth

hand-washing oralinspection disinfection useof personal  respiratory control strategy
protective etiquette toreduce the

equipment transmission of

infection

<Figure — 1> The mean scores of 5-scaled-categories
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<Table -5> The number of respondents, percentage, and mean scores of each item in ‘hand-washing’ category

it score
item
0 1 2 3 4 mean
. ) 10 29 30 24 9
1 | wash my hands everytime patients change. 087 (84 (204) (235 (88) 1.93
2 | wash hands before treatment. (91%) (2%45) (2%04) (2i55) (11238) 2.07
) ) 16 14 21 28 23
3 1 wash hands with solid soap. (157) (137) (08 (@75 @26 >
4 1 wesh hands with fiqud soap. o8 75 o8 (4n (an 1
5 | dry hands with paper towel after washing hands. (2%16) (22126) (1;38) (2%45) (22126) 2.04
6 | dry hands with towel(cloth towel) after washing hands. (2%155) ( 11128) ( 11238) (22785) (22345) 214
7 | dry hands with air—dryer after washing hands. (6248) (220]6) ( 12)18) (349) (220) 0.62
8 | wash hands before putting on gloves. ( 4232) (22126) (2%16) (788) (788) 1.18
. 22 15 16 20 29
9 | wash hands after removing gloves. 016 (47 (157) (196 (284 2.19
10 When | wash hands, | rub between fingers and wrist, as well as palm. (239) (11128) (3?24) (2%45) (3%] 4 2.67
e 24 35 13 20 10
11 | use hand sanitizer if needed. 235 @43 (128) (196 (98 1.58

¥ () - percentage
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<Table - 6> The number of respondents, percentage, and mean scores of each item in ‘oral inspection’ category

" score
item
1 2 3 4 mean
1| use gloves whenever | conduct oral inspection. (349) ( 11457) (2i55) ( 11457> ( 4232) 2.76
. . ) . . 6 9 12 11 64
2 | use new gloves everytime patients change during oral inspection. 59 (88 (118 (108 (628 3.16
3 | use disposable equipment(ex. tongue depressor or cotton swab) 2 3 2 13 82 367
during oral inspection. 20 @9 @0 (128 (804
) ' ' ' ) 2 2 3 7 88
4 | immediately discard the disposable equipment after use. 00 @0 (29 69 (8623 3.74
5 | always clean the test and/or treatment materials which can be 10 2 8 15 67 395
used repeatedly after the oral inspection. ©8 @0 (78 (147 (67 =
6 | always disinfect the test and/or treatment materials which can be 12 10 22 17 41 064
used repeatedly after the oral inspection. (11.8) (98 (16 (167) (402
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<Table - 7> The number of respondents, percentage, and mean scores of each item in ‘use of personal protective

equipment’ category

item

score

0 1 2 3 4 mean

53 23 14 5 7

1 | use a mask whenever patients get infected diseases such as influenza. 520 (26 (137 49 (69 092
. . 37 22 14 16 13

2 | use a mask whenever | get an infected disease. 33 (16 (137 (157 (128 1.47
. ' . 11 7 18 14 52

3 | immediately discard the gloves after the treatment. 108 69 (77 (137 (10 2.87

4 | do not use already used gloves again. 9 9 8 M 6 3.12

88 (88 (78 (108 (637

<Table - 8> The number of respondents, percentage, and mean scores of 3rd and 4th items in ‘others’ category

item

score

0 1 2 3 4 mean

3

| always keep my nails short and clean.

1 2 21 34 44

10 @0 08 Bo 431 >

| use covers whenever | use headphone and/or earphone for the 32 14 35 14 7 151

patients.

(31.4) (137) (343 (137) (69

<Table - 9> The number of respondents, percentage, and mean scores of each item in ‘disinfection’ category

item

score
0 1 2 3 4 mean

4 17 36 36 9

1| clean toys and treatment materials before and after use. (39 (167) (353 (353 (88 2.28
o | clean furnitures, materials, telephones, computers, and keyboards 3 8 38 41 12 o5
of therapy and/or examination rooms regularly. (29 (78 (373 (402 (11.9 .
3 | disinfect toys and treatment materials by disinfectants like ethyl- 37 25 21 11 8 129
Icohol. (363 (245 (206) (108) (7.8 ’
4 | disinfect furnitures, materials, telephones, computers, and keyboards 37 29 17 12 7 105

of therapy and/or examination rooms by disinfectants.

(36.3) (284) (167) (11.8) (6.9
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<Table - 10> The number of respondents, percentage, and mean scores of 6th and 7th items in ‘others’ category

" score
items
0(No) 1(Yes) mean
) i 78 24
6 | use no-touch receptacles in treatment and/or examination rooms. (76.5) (235) 0.24
- ) ) 4 61
7 My treatment and/or examination rooms have sinks for hand washing. (402) (59.8) 0.6

<Table - 11> The number of respondents, percentage, and mean scores of each item in ‘control strategy to reduce
the transmission of infection’ category

, score
item
0 1 2 3 4 mean
: | regulate patients do not visit the clinic when they have infectious 7 28 19 22 26 531
diseases. 69 (275 (186) (216 (255 ~
- - . ) . 10 21 20 25 26
2 | do not visit the clinic when | have infectious disease. 98 (2068 (196 (45 (255 2.35

2 13 29 31 27

3 | aways pay attention to outbreak and prevalence of infectious diseases. 20 (128 (284) (304 (265 267
4 | get vaccination against the infectious diseases if needed. (788) (11787) (2%94) (2%65) (22126) 2.36

O7 7P Wtow BE 52 T ofgke ST AR $= AE ok dkal SHdt B9 3TE(36.3%) 0=
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<Table — 12> The number of respondents, percentage, and mean scores of each item in ‘respiratory etiquette’ category

i score
item
0 1 2 3 4 mean

' | cover my nose and mouth with tissues or handkerchief when coughing 8 20 27 26 21 53

or sneezing. (78) (196) (265) (255 (206) ~

. ) . 7 13 30 48

2 | cover my nose and mouth with my hand when coughing or sneezing. 39 (69 (128 294) (47.0) 3.08
3 | cover my nose and mouth with my elbow or sleeve when coughing 38 16 22 14 12 147

or sneezing. 373 (157) (216) (137) (118 -

<Table - 13> The number of respondents, percentage, and mean scores of each item in ‘infection education’ category

) score
item
0(No) 1(Yes) mean
1 Qur clinic has guidelines for the infection control 9 23 0.24
° ' (765) (235) :
2 |h r been educated on the infection education &0 22 0.22
ave ever bee ' (78.4) (21.6) '
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<Table - 14> The number of respondents, percentage, and mean scores of 1st, 2nd and 5th items in ‘others’ category

) score
item
0 1 2 3 4 mean
' Our clinic educates the infection control for the employees 56 18 16 4 8 0.9
annually. (549 (1770 (157 (39 (78 '
5 Patients who have infectious diseases including influenza 10 16 23 38 15 53
often visit our clinic. (98 (157) (226) (3730 (147 ’
0(No) 1(moderate)  2(Yes) mean
5 | think that speech-language pathologists should have 0 14 83 186
knowledge of the infection control. 0 (13.7) (86.3) ’

3gRto] SES Al 182 AA7|ellA ok, = 217} 1.847, 3207, 2107, 1.83%, 2427, 2.29%
2%1% 6_11—17'« ILH Z_]'_ 1:].]_]—% 1:]_1;] :Llﬂi tﬂ—ol-r,]_ ]_ .% 593\1:]_ 27(4 ?‘4E§ 114 u]—z%o] 71—0d 0 J;i:,q-
Act. 0.238& Bl 7Iel 52 4% v tfz} 4719]
735 Bt 1984, 18 v B 27 St 0427,
6. 7[Et = 2M 24 T = Ulle 18688 B3tk o7]oM & 4
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H3IE / Hofx|ZAt] ZHEEE| QAo CHSH MExAt
<BEE> Ao x| EAle ZtE 2| 2lA] ZALE 98t AEX
1. Hand washing
item 0 1 2 3
1 | wash my hands everytime patients change.
2 | wash hands before treatment.
3 | wash hands with solid soap.
4 | wash hands with liquid soap.
5 | dry hands with paper towel after washing hands.
6 | dry hands with towel(cloth towel) after washing hands.
7 | dry hands with air-dryer after washing hands.
8 | wash hands before putting on gloves.
9 | wash hands after removing gloves.
10 When | wash hands, | rub between fingers and wrist, as well as palm.
11 | use hand sanitizer if needed.
2. Oral inspection
item 0 1 2 3
1 | use gloves whenever | conduct oral inspection.
2 | use new gloves everytime patients change during oral inspection.
3 | use disposable eguipment(ex. tongue depressor or cotton swab) during oral inspection.
4 | immediately discard the disposable equipment after use.
5 | always clean the test and/or treatment materials which can be used repeatedly
after the oral inspection.
6 | always disinfect the test and/or treatment materials which can be used repeatedly
after the oral inspection.
3. Infection education
item 0(No) 1(Yes)
1 Qur clinic has guidelines for the infection control.
2 | have ever been educated on the infection education.
4, Disinfection
item 0 1 2 3
1 | clean toys and treatment materials before and after use.

| clean furnitures, materials, telephones, computers, and keyboards of therapy
and/or examination rooms regularly.

3 | disinfect toys and treatment materials by disinfectants like ethyl-alcohol.

| disinfect furnitures, materials, telephones, computers, and keyboards of therapy
and/or examination rooms by disinfectants.
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5. Use of personal protective equipment

item 0 1 2 3 4

1 | use a mask whenever patients get infected diseases such as influenza.

| use a mask whenever | get an infected disease.

| immediately discard the gloves after the treatment.

AW

| do not use already used gloves again.

6. Respiratory etiquette

item 0 1 2 3 4

1 | cover my nose and mouth with tissues or handkerchief when coughing or sneezing.

2 | cover my nose and mouth with my hand when coughing or sneezing.

3 | cover my nose and mouth with my elbow or sleeve when coughing or sneezing.

7. Control strategy to reduce the transmission of infection

item 0 1 2 3 4

1| regulate patients do not visit the clinic when they have infectious diseases.

2 | do not visit the clinic when | have infectious disease.
3 | always pay attention to outbreak and prevalence of infectious diseases.
4 | get vaccination against the infectious diseases if needed.

8. Others

item 0 1 2 3 4

1 Our clinic educates the infection control for the employees annually.

2 Patients who have infectious diseases including influenza often visit our clinic.

3 | always keep my nails short and clean.

4 | use covers whenever | use headphone and/or earphone for the patients.

5 | think that speech-language pathologists should have knowledge of the infection control.| O (No) ‘1 (mode—rate)‘ 2 (Yes)
6 | use no-touch receptacles in treatment and/or examination rooms. 0 (No) 1 (Yes)

7 My treatment and/or examination rooms have sinks for hand washing. 0(No) 1(Yes)
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REFERENCES

Background & Objectives: Speech-language pathologists (SLPs) often meet people in their clinics
who have infectious diseases. However, SLPs have seldom been educated regarding infection
control, resulting in their indifference on this issue. The present study investigated the SLPs aware-
ness of infection control by using a questionnaire. Methods: A prestudy with 13 SLPs was conducted
with a questionnaire composed of 49 items divided into 11 categories. Based on the results, a final
questionnaire was developed with 41 items divided into 8 categories including ‘others’. Each
item was answered by a 2-, 3- or 5-point scale, with lower scores relating to lower awareness.
Artotal of 102 respondents returned the questionnaires by e-mail or in person. The Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient of whole items was 0.698. Results: The average values were 1.86 of 4 in ‘hand
washing’, 3.20 in ‘oral inspection’, 2.10 in ‘using personal protective equipment’ (PPE), 1.83 in
‘disinfection’, 2.42 in ‘infection control’, and 2.29 in ‘respiratory etiquette’. Of ‘others’, the item
‘those who have infectious diseases visit our clinic’ showed 2.31 of 4, ‘SLP should know the
infection control’ showed 1.86 of 2. ‘Our clinic gives infection control education annually’ showed
0.82 of 4. Discussion & Conclusion: According to the results, many items showed less than half
the total of possible scale points on a questionnaire, and many SLPs have incorrect information
regarding infection control. From these results, guidelines on infection control for SLPs should
be established. (Korean Journal of Communication Disorders 2012;17:603-618)

Key Words: speech-language pathologist, infection control, infection propagation, clinic
environment
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